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LEARNING BY DESIGN Announces Education Design Award Recipients

VMDO Architects, P.C., Flansburgh Architects, and SHW Group Receive Fall 2010 Grand Prize Awards

Alexandria, VA – October 22, 2010 – LEARNING BY DESIGN has released its much-anticipated Fall 2010 edition, with a special focus on green design. This publication showcases the nation’s best education design and construction projects, from pre-K to 12 to college and university facilities. Of all of the outstanding design projects chosen for publication in LEARNING BY DESIGN Fall 2010, seven were selected for Grand Prize or Citation of Excellence awards. For the first time in the history of the LEARNING BY DESIGN publication, three outstanding projects earned Grand Prize Awards: Manassas Park Elementary School and Pre-Kindergarten, VMDO Architects, P.C., Charlottesville, VA; Hawaii Preparatory Academy Energy Laboratory, Flansburgh Architects, Boston, MA; and Central Michigan University’s College of Education and Human Services, SHW Group, Berkley, MI.

A jury of distinguished architects and educational facility planners reviewed and selected the outstanding projects that appear in the Fall 2010 edition and named this year’s honorees. The judges note that though the three Grand Prize award-winning projects are vastly different in terms of context, challenge, and end users, the projects share a commitment to advancing both green design and learning environment creation through innovations that seamlessly and authentically integrate the two. As a result, the overall impact of each winning project exceeds the sum of its parts in distinctive and thought-provoking ways. 

Manassas Park Elementary School and Pre-Kindergarten was designed by VMDO Architects, P.C., as an educational ecosystem that takes full advantage of the neighboring forest and a moderate local climate to integrate children with their environment practically, aesthetically, and educationally. Serving grades 3-5 and pre-K, the building has “environmental sustainability and environmental education embedded in the design from the top to the bottom,” according to the judges.  The three-level school has a capacity of 900 students; however, the learning spaces are broken down into smaller learning communities that are enhanced by a forest theme.

The new Energy Laboratory designed by Flansburgh Architects for Hawaii Preparatory Academy in Kamuela, HI, is a freestanding high school science building that also is a living laboratory for environmentally conscious, sustainable living systems. The project functions as a zero-net-energy, fully sustainable building powered principally by alternative means. Judges agree, “The building itself is a lab for learning how to do buildings with zero impact.”  

Central Michigan University’s new College of Education and Human Services takes an overall integrated approach to sustainable design in a landmark building that combines the teaching of young children with the training of teachers. The four-story building, designed by SHW Group, accommodates an education program, early childhood development center, human development clinic, reading clinic, classrooms, and laboratory space. The judges took notice of how well the building meets the needs of college-age students as well as pre-kindergartners. “This building is all about the people that use it,” comment the judges.

In reviewing all of the projects featured in the Fall 2010 issue of LEARNING BY DESIGN, the judges noted the threshold for what qualifies as cutting-edge and green design is clearly rising. Most projects sought or will seek LEED Silver certification or higher. Judges agree that as buildings are getting greener, the learning experience for the students in these buildings is getting richer.  

In April, LEARNING BY DESIGN will publish its Spring 2011 edition, marking LEARNING BY DESIGN’s 20th Anniversary. This commemorative issue will feature special editorial coverage of the most innovative concepts in education design during the past 20 years and forecast what’s in store for the coming decade. Go to www.learningbydesign.biz for details. 

LEARNING BY DESIGN Fall 2010: Grand Prize Awards

PRE-K TO 12
· VMDO Architects, P.C. (Charlottesville, VA)
for Manassas Park Elementary School and Pre-Kindergarten (Manassas Park, VA)

· Flansburgh Architects (Boston, MA)

for Hawaii Preparatory Academy Energy Laboratory (Kamuela, HI)
COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/SPECIALIZED
· SHW Group (Berkley, MI)

for Central Michigan University College of Education and Human Services (Mt. Pleasant, MI)

LEARNING BY DESIGN Fall 2010:  Citation of Excellence Awards
PRE-K TO 12
· NACArchitecture (Seattle, WA)


for Eastgate Elementary School (Bellevue, WA)

· Van H. Gilbert Architect PC (Albuquerque, NM) and Fanning Howey 

for V. Sue Cleveland High School (Rio Rancho, NM)

· HMC Architects (Los Angeles, CA)


for Malibu High School (Malibu, CA)


COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/SPECIALIZED
· RDG Planning & Design (Des Moines, IA)


for The Roe Center at Central College (Pella, IA) 

For additional information about any of the LEARNING BY DESIGN Fall 2010 honorees, to receive press copies of LEARNING BY DESIGN Fall 2010, or to receive press releases specific to these award recipients, please contact Anna Lee Ney at LBD@strattonpublishing.com or 703-914-9200, x25
###

ABOUT LEARNING BY DESIGN: LEARNING BY DESIGN is published twice annually by Stratton Publishing & Marketing Inc. and the National School Boards Association, with support from the American Institute of Architects (AIA), APPA—Leadership in Educational Facilities, Council of Educational Facility Planners International (CEFPI), and the National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities. The award-winning publication circulates to 65,000+ leaders and decision makers at all levels of education—from early childhood and elementary schools to career-technical, college, and university-level institutions. For details and to access the magazine’s digital edition, visit www.learningbydesign.biz. 
