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          News Release 
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              For Immediate Release:  Wednesday, January 26 , 2011
              Contact:  
Teresa Wippel, Communications, 206-252-0203
Bill Martin named Executive Director, Facilities for SPS
Seattle Public Schools is pleased to announce the appointment of Bill Martin as Executive Director, Facilities. Martin has served as acting Executive Director for Facilities since July 2010. 

“Bill has proven to be a valuable addition to the District since he joined us two years ago,” said Seattle Public Schools’ Chief Finance and Operations Officer Don Kennedy.” The Building Excellence and Building, Technologies and Academics Capital Programs and all other facilities departments have been successful in completing projects on time and under budget, and his direction of the entire facilities department has resulted in improved efficiency and substantial cost savings. We are very fortunate to have found in Bill a leader who can oversee the creation, development and implementation of the very complex facilities projects and challenges that our District undertakes.” 

Martin’s initial hire as Senior Manager of Capital Projects in 2009 was the direct result of recommendations from the Council of Great City Schools, which conducted a peer review of the District’s capital program. That recommendation called for all district capital programs to be merged under one umbrella, and that a senior manager be hired to oversee and coordinate the programs. Since being hired to fill that role two years ago, Martin has served as Acting Director and Deputy Director of Facilities as well as Capital Programs Director.

In his latest role, Martin is responsible for the leadership and strategic organization of District facilities, which includes the critical areas of Maintenance and Operations and Capital Programs. Under his guidance, the Facilities Department renewed its focus on preventive maintenance. A key strategy is the use of Zone Crews, which concentrate their efforts on one school at a time, handling multiple projects. This approach is much more efficient and has resulted in cost savings.

In addition, Martin oversees the district’s $200 million-per-year capital program, which includes Building Excellence projects currently underway at Nathan Hale and Ingraham high schools and Denny International Middle School, and a series of Building, Technology and Academics capital projects Districtwide.
“I am very happy to be able to serve the needs of Seattle Public Schools students, staff and families, and the facilities that house their work,” Martin said. Our commitment is to provide excellent buildings to enhance optimum learning and teaching environments for students and staff. We have a great deal of work to do, including reducing our maintenance backlog and attending to preventive maintenance and long-term capital planning. I am confident we will successfully address these and issues. We will aggressively continue our efforts to use the public’s resources wisely while improving our department and supporting the goals of the District.”

Martin has more than 19 years of experience managing large capital projects. From 2003-2009, he served as the Deputy Division Director, Capital Projects and Roadway Structures for the City of Seattle Department of Transportation. He has overseen an extensive portfolio of highly visible, controversial and complex transportation capital construction programs and projects, including the Chief Sealth and Burke Gillman multi-modal trails, Mercer corridor improvements, and the Spokane Street viaduct widening and bridge rehabilitation and improvement programs, and has developed and delivered over $1 billion in complex capital construction projects. 

Martin earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from Washington State University and his Masters of Business Administration from the University of Washington.
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